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Abscisic acid induces anthocyanin synthesis in Arabidopsis

seedlings
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Abstract: Abscisic acid (ABA) is a critical phytohormone and widely modulates various
biological processes in plants. Anthocyanins are flavonoids produced by plant secondary
metabolism and play crucial roles in plant growth and stress responses. Recently, several
transcription factors and synthetase genes involved in anthocyanins biosynthesis have been well
studied; however, the upstream regulatory signals mediating their synthesis remain to be further
explored. In this study, we investigated the function and mechanism of ABA in the control of
anthocyanin biosynthesis. Phenotypic analysis showed that exogenous application of ABA
significantly increased the accumulation of anthocyanins in the stem ends of wild-type
Arabidopsis seedlings. Consistently, ABA induced the expression of certain transcription factors
and synthetase genes associated with anthocyanin synthesis. In addition, genetic analysis revealed
that ABA-stimulated anthocyanin synthesis is partially dependent on core transcription factors in
the MBW complex that positively regulates anthocyanin synthesis, such as TTG1, TT8, and
MYB?75. Preliminary mechanism studies revealed that the bZIP-type transcription factor ABIS in
the ABA signaling pathway physically interacts with TTG1, TT8 and MYB75 to form a protein
complex. Taken together, this study shows that ABA signaling induces anthocyanin accumulation
in Arabidopsis seedlings and may regulate the synthesis of anthocyanins by synergizing the ABIS

with the MBW complex.
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T R IRBARE = A — JOKEERR B R, B T IEML &Y, 156 M E IR
B 24 {fe b BT S N (Peiffer etal, 2016; Weietal, 2018) o & ZAF7E T4
T, R AR R R BB RSy . AT AR, 16T R AE SR A A i i 5
o3 R ) 07 THIAR R 45 B A ), bR A 1) A K B B R BE 1) 3& N 22 5 X (Rowan et al,
2009; Fanetal, 2016; Liang and He, 2018) . Z 5168 & & IR EHIFEIR AT 5 N4k K [
AL RIS . 40 2 R 045 S AR & B R (i CHS CHI AN F3HD R AE Y&
ML (Wl DFR. ANS 1 UF3GT) (Tanaka etal, 2008; Zhang & Schrader, 2017) . HAl
KEMH RIS 5 = A IR £ 2Yi% MYB.bHLH F1 WD40 X% & [1(Deng
& Lu, 2017; Ma & Constabel, 2019) . PAP1 Jy R2R3 MYB FK &M A MYB75, ‘&5 A
HH PAP2/MYBOO Wpifi IE I 15 1E 7 3 & AH IS K (1R35 ,  PAL .CHS F1 DFR 5(Maier
etal, 2013; Shinetal, 2015) . k#F, Gonzalez Z5iEW] T MYB113 5 MYB114 [fJid RiEH
SHER I AR KT ZEIN (Gonzalez et al, 2008) . TT8. GL3 Fl EGL3 & [1)& T bHLH
FWEME S, 5 EKI R BB 7RV, BRI R I E R A4S R (Baudry et
al, 2004; Escaray etal, 2017) . TTG1 J& T WD40 2 [ Z %L A 1 PACT 34k, F7E 1981
SRR OE R A R B fEE RR . MR E K E%% (Koornneef, 1981) .
MYB. bHLH F1 WD40 4% K1l # =70 MBW E &Y KIEFTER, BEEEEEE
RAMKRMEIL, W DFR. BAN, LDOX. TT12, TT19 Fl AHAI0 (Xuetal, 2014) . %
NI FEAETE R ARV A B AR KRS 5 BT AT ERAR A AR SC A AL, ol RAE A
KR, $RmEE B Ao B T AE R & 3

AR, MR T RIEW G AR R 2 R0 flan, e in s 5 ns
T A A6 7 3R A U DRI (R ) Fb SRz K R p 18 E R AL 2 (Shen etal, 2014; Chen et
al, 2016) . ABAMF MM EEFEKFENMIIZ —, BT 2S5 1HEEWN &R E
MR, WERKE . M RIRS R SRR, MARRKE . R g, DRk
TR m . @B IE R MR IR S5 BT B a1 B % & B ( Nakashima &
Yamaguchi-Shinozaki, 2013; Dejonghe et al, 2018; Brunetti etal, 2019) . ABAfE 5
AL KB R T ABISJ& TOZIPZK MR 51, AT SnRK2EFERR L, T2 5IREEYIM
P R e Wi R JEAE K FE (Yuetal, 2015; Panetal, 2018) . UT4ERFFERIL, ABAMK
R (e g R e ) R seh IEE R I & FIF 2 (Hiratsuka et al, 2001; Jiang & Joyce 2003;
Shenetal, 2014; Anetal, 2018) . RECH LRBIF KM, H2HATXK TABATRIEIIRM

THEH R G R FINEE L THLRII A TG 2« AT LA R I Se ik, 3E— B4R 7T



T ABAXIHEMIAETE A UK 7 THLE . AHEFORBL, B AR R0 S+ A/ A R ABAAL
BRI 4 25 R RN R B L, HS5ABAWRE AL 2 AR, SEi 5%t & BPCR
(qRT-PCR) L5tk — P UilE | ABAXLFERE S ELODX. DFRMUF3GT 6T 26 451
HEMFEET S, I HBEEABAIKEE W IN RidgEas. d— PR, ABAMRIELL
T2 A A AT BERR 73 MO T MBW B SR OAZ O K 1, WNTTGL. TT8 XMYB75%% .
FUR AR F S50 R MY B75. MYB113. TTSHRITTG1 % 2 (/85 ABISH s [H 7 AH HLAE A,
MITE S FKTAEM T ABAG S8 5IE RE MMM NTERR. L5 LATR, AHF7H)
LR T ABAWERAE 5 RIS 4 i bl R A U 5 AL

1. MES A
L1 MEPRUE A K AF

T A 98 A5 A #R A2 B AE 7 UL B I Columbia-038t /£ 15 5, ARl T 18-1. myb-RNAi Al
papl-DE R A BER G AE . FESLIRRF U b, 5 57 A2 RO G FE b 15 AR A Fh - 0¢8-1
myb-RNAiRI pap1-D F120%I11847H FRE (8 40 B db AT R I K, ARG FAIE & 470.6% 57 iR
MIT%EERERI1/2 MSE 77 3L b (pH 5.8) , FFAE4°CHEN 24N J5 B T22°CHIK H BB %A T 4
K OLR/ERE: 16 h/8h) o S FTH ABAW Z M Sigma-Aldrich/A F] 3%, Taq DNAK &

J&) 5 Takara Biotechnology A &), HAth ' F 77 B 4 TAY TAE(EE RO AR AH .

12 ABAKLHE

T MIMABALLHE FHEMTEE Z AR RIARMAEN, 2% An%E 155 )77 (An et al, 2018)
s B IR TR AR E R IR R E (04 0.25. 0.5F10.75 umol-L-1) ABA[¥]1/2 MSEs i 4
FrEE b, ACHEM24NEE T KHBET, JRE22CAKe~12K, M EiEHE RN R
UL BURE T i T B 0B IR . S M RER FHABACEE S W A E R AT =4, I HAE
MR ERAD T =K

13 ERTEMNE

MRHELaby 55 NI AT RS ENE, K540.25 umol L ABAF1/2 MSE 1 77
B EAEKKTREIGH, SRR AR Cl, R MKpapl-D myb-RNAiF1 18 {EH
FRFEAEFREW (g) JFIMAL mihER PRI (PR IR R 99:1) , 7E4°C 4 4F



N IHARFRAE RS AR5 24/ N0 o 13000rpm 5 /02 10438, HUR HE 43 I AE 530 nmAT657 nmik &
A EWROERE (ODfED , WIFEAERE AN S EH AR (A530-0.25XA657) g! FWitH (

Xieetal, 2016) . I E/DEE =K,

1.4 RNAHHAMGRT-PCR

UWIHUZ N FTg, {3 Trizolik 7 (Invitrogen) MRS T 4h 1 H2 B RNA J& 3 54 5% Al
cDNAJE#47 & & SERPCR (qRT-PCR) . fil &2, 2H—HEcDNAMTH HHoligo (dT) 18
S HIM-Mu LV ¥ % 58§ (Fermentas, EU) , 7£20 uL M AFIH 1.5 ug DNARGALFEH)
RNA & B HRAEHE A3, {42 X SYBR Green I master mix £ Roche Light Cycler 480
SEHFPCRAX E#E4TQRT-PCR (Huetal, 2014) o {EiZSRier, LR IFACTIN23E R /R SR
RILMN SR FAFERH TqRT-PCRA T AN FEE /0 =4, I BX gAY % E
SO ELAEWANEARES . TR R R R 5 3R 1

# 1 qRT-PCR 5
Table 1. Primers of qRT-PCR

H R ZFr Gene Name 1Em 5% Forward Primer 2|54 Reverse Primer
DFR CTTCTTATACGAACAAGCAGCC TGAAGGTACGTTATATTCGGGG
UF3GT CGAGACCATTTTCCGTACAATC CTAGAGGCGTCTTAGCTAACTC
LODX CTGATTCGATTGTGATGCACAT ACAATCTTATCCTTTGGGGGTT
MYB75 GAAAAAGAGAGACATTACGCCC ATTAACGTCAACTTTTGGTGGG
1TGI TTCCTTCGATTGGAACGATGTA GCAAGTCTTAACAAAGGCGTAT
T8 ACTAAAGATAAGAGGCTACCGC ATGATTTACGTACGCAATGGTG
MYB90 ACTCAAGAAAAATAATGTTTGTGAAAA AGGAACAATCGCATCAGCTTCT
MYBII3 ATAAAAATAGTTGCAACGATGTCAA TGCTGTTTCCGTAGCTTCTGG
MYBII4  ACTCAAGAAAAATAATGTTTGTGAAAA CACGGTTCATGCTTCTTACTCAGA
HYS GTCAAAGGAAGCGAGGGAGGAC TGAGCTGAAACTCTGTTCCTCAA
GL3 AGAAGGTGTCGGTTAACAATGTTG CCGATCCTTAAATTATCGGTTAAAC
EGL3 ATGTGAATGTAGGAGAAGATGAACCA TGACAGTTAAGCAGAGTAAACCGTC
PAL CCATAAGATTGGAGCTTTCGAG GCCGTGAAAACCTTGTCGAA
C4H AAACAACCCCAACAGCTGGAA CACTTTAGACTGTCCTGGAGGAGG
4L AGGTTTTCAGGTAGCTCCGG ~ AGTGAAGAACACTTTGTTGATTCTCTT
F3H GCCATTTTTTGAGCAATGGG TGAGGCGAGCAAGCTCCA

172 CTTCTCTTCTCGGATCTCTCTCTTC ATTACCTTGAGCAGGAACCAACT




1.5 BEREXURAZ LSS (Y2H)

ABISICDsA& K 1326bp, #iidd4d42 LR . N T I UFABISER H 56 =6 Mt G
FIEAER R, BABISH 4K 75 70 % 2 pGBK T7H i i ki BD-ABIS5, 2% Chens A\ # 2
4y B kL : BD-ABIS!-#, BD-ABIS!65220, BD-ABIS!5442, BD-ABI522!-349 fllBD-ABI 5350442
(Chenetal, 2012) . TPHRAET 3= & BAH AL BE R 5 (19 15 5 1) 5o 2 2 8 A pGADT7 T /4 5
JikIAD-MYB75. AD-MYB90. AD-MYB113. AD-MYB114. AD-TT8HIAD-TTG1; [FIff%
FXieZ5 N HIJ7 1553 5 H 4y BONNIR FICHT : MYBT75HI 55 1~122 2 £ R NS, 55123~249

I NCifi, MRS BURKLAD-MYB75-NFIAD-MYB75-C; MYBI113 )58 1~1234 2 3
M NG, 55 124~247 BRI N Coin, # i 7r BURKEAD-MYBI113-NMIAD-MYB113-C; TT8
F 26 1~358 N FE IR YN, H5359~519 N LR 9 Cli, #4873 BUSUKL AD-TT8-NAIAD-TT8-C;
TTGE1~174 N IE B NG, 28 175~342 LR ACH, I8 5 BUFURLAD-TTG1-NFI
AD-TTG1-C (Xieetal, 2016) o Kfl& T AEE AN H T EEUR AT . AT
He 5 T 5 BEE (¥ 51 ) I 22

R 2 BRRIEBAES| )

Table 2. Primers used for generating various clones

AR 2 Fr Plasmid Name 1EM 5% Forward Primer 254 Reverse Primer
AD-MYB90 GATTACGCTCATATGATGGAGGGTTCGTCCAAAGG ACCCGGGTGGAATTCCTAATCAAGTTCAACAGTCTCTCCATC
AD-MYB114  GATTACGCTCATATGATGGAGGGTTCGTCCAAAGG ACCCGGGTGGAATTCCTAAAAAATATCGACTTTTTGGGC
AD-MYB75 GATTACGCTCATATGATGGAGGGTTCGTCCAAAGG ACCCGGGTGGAATTCCTAATCAAATTTCACAGTCTCTCCATC
AD-MYB75-N  GATTACGCTCATATGATGGAGGGTTCGTCCAAAGG ACCCGGGTGGAATTCCTTTTTCATCTTTATCTTACAACACGG
AD-MYB75-C  GATTACGCTCATATGAAACATGAACCGTGTTGTAAGATAAAG ACCCGGGTGGAATTCCTAATCAAATTTCACAGTCTCTCCATC
MYB75-nYFP ATAGGATCCATGGAGGGTTCGTCCAAAGG ATATCTAGAATCAAATTTCACAGTCTCTCCATCG
AD-MYBI13 GATTACGCTCATATGATGGGCGAATCACCCAAAG ~ ACCCGGGTGGAATTCCTAATTCAGTTCTAAAGTCTCTTCATCAAA
AD-MYBI13-N GATTACGCTCATATGATGGGCGAATCACCCAAAG ACCCGGGTGGAATTCGTTTATCATCTTCGTCTTACAGCATC

AD-MYBI113-C  GATTACGCTCATATGAAGCACGATGAACGATGCTGTA  ACCCGGGTGGAATTCCTAATTCAGTTCTAAAGTCTCTTCATCAAA

MYBI113-nYFP ATAGGATCCATGGGCGAATCACCCAAAG ATATCTAGAATTCAGTTCTAAAGTCTCTTCATCAAAC

GAD-TT8 GAGGCCAGTGAATTCATGGATGAATCAAGTATTATTCCGG GAGCTCGATGGATCCCTATAGATTAGTATCATGTATTATGACTTGGTG

GAD-TT8-N GAGGCCAGTGAATTCATGGATGAATCAAGTATTATTCCGG GAGCTCGATGGATCCCGGTAGCCTCTTATCTTTAGTGTTGT

GAD-TT8-C GAGGCCAGTGAATTCGTGAAAACGGCGCCGTC  GAGCTCGATGGATCCCTATAGATTAGTATCATGTATTATGACTTGGTG

TT8-nYFP ATACTCGAGATGGATGAATCAAGTATTATTCCGG ATACTCGAGTAGATTAGTATCATGTATTATGACTTGGTGG

GAD- TTG1 GATTACGCTCATATGATGGATAATTCAGCTCCAGATTCG ACCCGGGTGGAATTCTCAAACTCTAAGGAGCTGCATTTT



GAD- TTGI-N  GATTACGCTCATATGATGGATAATTCAGCTCCAGATTCG ACCCGGGTGGAATTCATGAGCTATAAGCTGAGTCTCAACAAC
GAD- TTG1-C ~ GATTACGCTCATATGGATAAAGAGGTTCATGACATTGCTT ACCCGGGTGGAATTCTCAAACTCTAAGGAGCTGCATTTT
TTG1-nYFP ATATCTAGAATGGATAATTCAGCTCCAGATTCG ATATCTAGAAACTCTAAGGAGCTGCATTTTGTTAG
GUS- nYFP CGCGGATCC ATGGTCCGTCCTGTAGAAAC GCTCTAGA TCATTGTTTGCCTCCCTGCT
GUS- cYFP GCTCTAGA ATGGTCCGTCCTGTAGAAAC CGCGGATCCTCATTGTTTGCCTCCCTGCT
BD-ABI5 ATAGAATTCTCAGAGCGAGAAGTAGAGTCGTCC ATAGGATCCTTAGAGTGGACAACTCGGGTTCC
BD-ABI5!-164 ATAGAATTCTCAGAGCGAGAAGTAGAGTCGTCC ATAGGATCCTTATATCTCAGACCAAACCTCATCAACAG
BD-ABI565-220 ATAGAATTCCATAGAGGTGGTGGTAGCGGTAAT ATAGGATCCTTAATGTTCTCTAACCACACCAGCCTT
BD-ABI5'%42  ATAGAATTCCATAGAGGTGGTGGTAGCGGTAAT ATAGGATCCTTAGAGTGGACAACTCGGGTTCC
BD-ABI5%21-34 ATAGAATTCCCCACTAATCCTAAACCTAATCCAAA ATAGGATCCTTAACCATCCACTACTCTTTTCCTTCC
BD-ABI5350-442 ATAGAATTCCCAGTGGAGAAAGTAGTGGAGAGAA ATAGGATCCTTAGAGTGGACAACTCGGGTTCC
ABI5-cYFP ATAGAGCTCATGGTAACTAGAGAAACGAAGTTGACG ATAGGATCCGAGTGGACAACTCGGGTTCCTC

1.6 X3 TROGHANEL (BiFC Assays)

BTN R IEFNA I I BRAIYFP (nYFP) Fl64 N R IEFRCA S H B (cYFP) [fJcDNA
7 51 34T PCRY™ 3 7 32 [ 2 pFGC5941 v LL 53 7l 7 4 pFGC-nYFP MIpFGC-cYFP (Kim et al.,
2008) . K ABISHI4R TS T 5k & T pFGC-cYFPH # & i R ABIS-cYFP, MMYB75. MYB90-.
MYBI113. MYBI114, TT8MITTG1 %t 751 5] ApFGC-nYFP LA 5 nYFPJE BN A i E N Fil 5
A5 (BRI IR (EFRGV3101) 1, fTHuEE Frik #4710 5959 (Hu et al,
2014) , KA [E TR Fb A S B, R T Ab48/NET S P S YRk g, G
Sht o RE R A, SRR EBCEH BB (Olympus, Tokyo, Japan) | W%XYFP

AMDAPIF o ASEIG v I T H 2 % M o B 1) 51 9 AR 2.

2. &R 50

2.1 ABAJRHEI R TF 4 P e BRI R

AT RIFABABF R IT A H e R R MY R, AW Columbia’t
SEEFINEER (WD) A PR S A AFRKREABA (0, 0.25, 0.50, 0.75 pmol-L) )
12 MSH; R4 I, BAESME I IMABAR B R FAETH R MG . RATUE S, ABAWKSE
(K3 I e U5 1% S AL R R, RIUNGHZREE IR, SIHERAOKNER. b
Fet— 0 F B WA T ABARC B4 R, AR T ARREBIL - . B B,
BEE ABAMKEERRFEROIG N, HFAE AL R AR KBRS, [ I 4 i 2R RAE T R I A BB
(KE1A) o A7t PUIHIABAE FIEH KA EITIRE, AWTFLIE | AR R EZABALLHL K]



il O TFAKR) P ERGRE. SRR, BAEMYTEARSABANL/2 MSIR 18
HREERIK, 7£:50.75 pmol- L ABAWR IR R & B, MHABARENINEE R

Z (E1B). MELSSREMNER LT R RARAEH 3. L ESERRVSMEABA
AP RE SIS T A B AR IR A R IR AR AN AR, Jf HFE#HABA
TP P38 2 5 e

M

*3%

**

wEEEE
Anthocyanin accumulatio
(A530-0.25 X AB57)/g FW
N W R O N @
*

' 1
? A 07 025 05 075
6 8 10 12

R s BriEERIKE (umol-L)
;';ﬂﬂiﬁi-t&_ﬂ#[ﬁ]_ (i_) Concertration of ABA
Time after illumination

K1 ABA W SEAERME I AR FAEH R A E M. 3% 22 7 T Student's t #1756 *, P <0.05;
**, P<0.01,
Fig. 1 ABA stimulates anthocyanin synthesis in wild-type Arabidopsis seedlings. Significant

differences were based on Student’s t-test: *, P < 0.05; **, P < 0.01.

2.2 ABA LT 3R A BUH AR K] (1 3808

EEARABARE RS SR 4 P AE T R a8 (B, IBAABAZR BIIZEIETH R AL
MRl EE R IEWE? PAL. C4H. 4CL. CHS. CHI. F3H. DFR. LODXMUF3GT% /2
TH RO RN KB FE R, MYB75. MYB90. MYB113, MYB114. TT8. GL3. EGL3, TTGI
HYSFITT2/R ¥ A M FE R R IA I B BT R, A2 510H & BUS 42 ) B 2L X
B2, EATMRIE R EAYE S SR IR E R E BUS RO, IR AR A L E
Z & LTt (Dubos etal, 2008; Gonzalezetal, 2008; Petroni & Tonelli, 2011) . N 7T 4
HrABAZ 5 5000 EIRTET 2 & MO R R I 3808, AT AN [RIVR FZ ABA 5 3 A0 3 1) B A= 1Y

AT BRNATREL, W5 licDNA JG 3E47qRT-PCRELZEE, &l T _FiR TG H & A ld
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Fig. 2 ABA induces expression of anthocyanin synthesis related genes in wild-type Arabidopsis

seedlings

2.3 ABAE FAEH RN G0 MY B75ATTS 45 & 1

FRRIE DR TR, ABABERAEW 5 S MYB75 M TTSSEAETE 3 A WA I I 15 2 R 1
FKik (E2) o Fik, AoFus— Pl i 2 s s i T ABARRETET R G U Tt
F BRI E AR IS . BA TSR — LK K Columbia 4 AL SR EF A AR T, 1675 %
GRRRANTNF myb-RNAi Flue8, VA RALTE R A G- F0F papl-D, FEFBIHAA70.25
pmol LT ABAJKE [1)1/2 MSKF 75 . WEBAFTIR, e FAEKORIE EMBEM T ERE



HE L, T RANRAERmyb-RNAI N e84 WA W R M A, BEAS ZRR DAL #
Zxth; M, papl-DREYIZER PO BB AP LR . N7 — BRI R, K
WAL TR P T RS 8. GIRERY, R Mmyb-RNAiM 18 {£0.25H10.5
umol LT ABAJKZ ) 1/2 MSH; 775 EIAEH &K & W R LU AR, MpapI-DHEFRIIAE
BROGEDE S TEHAREY K (E3B) dt— S0 K, B A BEY7E0.5 pmol L' ABA
W12 MSEE 7R3 6T R 50 umol LTABARE1/2 MSES 773 FIEH £HIELE, B3
i T RALARME Rkmyb-RNATR aeSFEXS RLFLLAE (BI3C) o hh, ARBFFILkill 7 HEF 2 A
KRG (WIDFR. LDOXFUF3GT) 3Rk . FATHRECT 0510.5 pmol L' ABA KL EE
(1) B A= BURE A DA A O RAGAR R ) I A RNA, 30 4% 5% e DNAJG #E /T qQRT-PCRELES, il 1
EANIAEN R R TS R BN, (EABALFLMENL F, DFR. LODXFIUF3GTAE AL
FELMRmyb-RNAi A1 118 F (RAHNS ik 5 W] R B AE B AE UMY, 11T 4E pap 1-DFELFR T AR 2R
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F Student's t #56: *, P <0.05;**%, P<0.01.
Fig. 3 The ABA-induced anthocyanin synthesisindrabidopsis seedlings is dependent on TT8 and
MYB75 transcription factors. Significant

differences were based on Student’s t-test: *, P < 0.05; **, P < 0.01.

2.4 MYB75. TT8HMTTG1H 5 ABIS# 3 R F A HAEH

ABIS¥: 3 RABAE S5 S EH ML O 72—, S H5REED RT3 & L,
RAEEREESRE. A TRFAABARR REN I 4 = G s FHLE, AHF
O P B BEXUARAE SR oAl 1 AH DG HE 12 18] (R A ELAE B G &R AT @ FURIBD-ABIS1E 15
M (Bait) , #EFKAD-MYB75, AD-MYB90, AD-MYBI113, AD-MYBI114, AD-TT8LL
S AD-TTGUENTETER EAESEY) (Prey) o R0 HHOREAH 5G 1 5 VLRI RAS P 00 R S 2 N2 B
i, 458 ERABISSMYB75. MYB90. MYB113. MYBI114, TTSHITTG7E B RF41 i
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